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open Fields, till the Night infentibly fell upon 

me. I at firft amufed my felf with all the 

Richnef$ and Variety of Colours which appear- 
ed in the Weftern Parts of Heaven: In Proportion 
as thefe faded away and went out, feveral Sters 
and Planets appeared one atter another, till the 
whole Firmament was id a Glow. The Blewnefs 
of the Ether was exceedingly heightened and en- 
livened by the Seafon of the Year, and by the Rays 
of all thofe Luminaries that paffed thfough it. The 
Gelaxy appeared in its moft beautiful White. To 
compleat the Scene, the full Moon rofe at length 
in that clouded Majefty, which Milton takes No- 
tice of, and opened to the Eye a new Pi@ure of 
Nature, which was more finely fhaded, and difpofed 
among fofter Lights than that which the Sua had 
before difcovered to us. 

As I was furveying the Moon walking in her 
Brightnefs, and taking her- Progrefs among the 
Conftellations, a Thought rofe in me which I be- 
lieve very often perplexes and difturbs Men of feri- 
ous snd contemplative Natures. David himfelf 
fell into it in that Reflection, W’ben I confider the 
Heavens the work of thy Fingers, the Muun and the 
Stars which thon haft ordained; whatis man that 
thos art mindful of bim, and the fon of man that thou 
regardeft bim! In the fame manner, when | con- 
fidered that infinite Hofte of Stars, or, to {peak 


I Was Yefterday about Sun-fet walking in the 


more Philofophically, of Suns, which were then. 


fhining upon me, with thofe innumerable Sets of 
Planets or Worlds, which were moving round their 


refpective Suns; When I ftil! enlarged the Idea, 


end fuppofed another Heaven of Suns and Worlds 
riſing {till above this which wedifcovered, and thefe 
fil) enlightened by a fuperior Firmameat of Lumi- 
baries, which ere planted at fo great a Diftancethat 
they may appear to the Inhabitants of the former as 
the Sters do to us; in fhort, whilft I purfuéd this 
Thought | -could not but retie@ on that little infignifi- 
cant ‘igure which | my felfbore amidft the Immentity 
of God’s Works. ’ 

Were the Sun, whichenlightens this part of the 
Creation, with all the Hoft of Planetary Worlds, 


that move about him, utterly excinguithed and ani- 
hilated, they would not be mifs’é morethan a grairt 


of Sand upon the Sea-fhore. The Space they pof-' 


fefs is fo exceeding!y little, in Comparifon of 
the whole, that it would {carce make a Biask in 
the Creation, The Chafm wonld be imperceptible 
to an Eve, that could take in the whole Compafs 
of Nature, and pafs from one End of the Creation 
to the other, as it is poſſible there may be fuch a 
Senfe in our felves hereafter, or in Creatores which 
are at prefent more exalted than our felves. We 
fee many Stars by the help of Giaffes, which wedo 
not difcover with our naked Eyes; and the finet 
out Telefcopes are, the more ftill are our Difcove- 
ries. Huygenius carrits this ‘hought fo tar, that 
he does noc think it impoffible there may be Stars 
whofe Light is not yet travelled down to us, fince 
their firft Creition. There is no Queftion but the 
Univerfe has certain Bounds ferro ſt; but when we 
confider that ie is the Work of infinite Power, 
prompted by infinite Goodnefs, with an infinite 
Space to exert it telf in, how can our Imagination 
fet any Bounds to it? 

To return therefore to my firft Thought, I could 
not but look upon my felf with fecree Horror as 
a Being, that was not worth the finalleft Regard 
of one who had fo great a Work under his Care? 
and Superintendency. I-was afraid of being over- 
looked amidft the immenfity of Nature, and loft 
among that infinite Variety of Creatures, which in 
all Probability {warm through all thefe immeaturabie 
Regions of Matter. 

In order to recover my felffrom this mortifying 
Thought, l confidered that it cook its rife from 
thofe narrow Conceptions, whi: h we are apt toen- 
tertain of the Divine Nature. We our felves can- 
not attend to many different Onje@s at the ſame 
time. If we arecareful toinipe& fome Things. we 
muft of Courfe neglc& others. This ImpertcQion 
which we oblerve in our felves, is an Imperf: Qion 
that cleaves in fome Deerce to Creatures of the 
higheft Capacities. as they are Creatures, that is, 
Beings of finite and limited Natures, The Pre- 
fence of every created Being is confined to 2 cer- 
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tain Meafure of Space, and confequently his Ob- 
fervation is ftinted to a certain number of Obje&s. 
The Sphere in which we move, and 2&, aud _un- 
‘derftaud, is of a wider Circumference to one Crea- 
ture than another, accor4ing as we rife one above 
another in the Scale of Exiftence. But the wideit 
of thefe our Spheres has its Circumference. When 
therefore we refle& on the Divine Nature, we 
are fo ufed and accuftomed to this Imperfection in 
our felves, that we cannot forbear in fome Mea- 
fure afcribing it to him in whom there is no fha- 
dow of imperfe@tion. Our Reafon indeed alſures 
us, that his Attributes are Infinite, but the Poornefs 
of our Conceptions is fuch, that it cannot forbear 
fetting Bounds to every thing it contemplates, till 
our Reafon comes ogaiu to our Succour, and 
throws down all thofe little Preyadices which rife 
in us unawares, and are natural tothe Mind of Man, 

We thall therefore utterly extinguith this melan- 
choly Thought, of our being overlooked by our 
Maker in the Multiplicity of his Works, and the 
Infinity of thofe Odjeé&ts among which he fcems to 
be inceffantly employed, if we confider, in the firft 
place, that he is Omniprefent; and, inthe fecond, 
that he his Omnifcient. 

If we confider him in his Omniprefence: His 
Being paffes through, atuates and fupports the 
whole Frame of Nature. His Creation, andevery 
Part of it, is fall of him, There is nothing he has 
made, that is either fo diftant, fo little, or fo in- 
gonfiderable, which he does not effentially inhabit. 
His Subftance is within the Subftance of every Be- 
ing, wherher material or immaterial, and as inti- 
mately prefent to it as that Being is ta it felf. It 
would be an Imperfeétion in him, were he able to 
remove out of one Place into another, or to With- 
draw himfelf from any. thing he has created, or 
from any part of that Space which is diffafed and 
fpread abroad to Infinity. Jim short, to fpeak of 
him in the Language of the old , be is 
a Being whofe Centre is every whese, and his Cir- 
cumference no where. 

In the fecond Place, he is Omaifcient as well as 
Omniprefent. His Omnifcience indeed necefarily 
and naturally flows from his Omniprefence; hecan- 
not but be confcious of every Motion that arifes in 
the whole material World, which he thas eſſcuti- 
ally pervades, and of every Thought that is ftirring 
in the intellectual World, to every part of which 
he is thus intimately united. Several Moralifts have 
confidered the Creation as the Temple of Gud, 
which he has buile with his own Hands, and which 
is filled with his Prefence. Others have contidered 
infiniie Space as the Receptacle, or rather the Ha- 
bitation of the Almighty: But the nobleft and moft 
exalted way of contidering this infinite Space is 
that of Sir Jfzac Newton, whocalls it the Seafortzene 
of the Godhead. B-utes and Men have their Ses. 

foriala, or little Senforiums, by which they apprehend 
the Prefence, and perceive the A@ions of a few 
Opdjeés thar lic contiguous to them. Their Know: 
ledge and Obfervation turns within a very narrow 
Circle, But as God Almighty cannot but perceive 
and know every thing in which he refides, lufinite 
Space gives room to Infinite Knowledge, and is, 
as it were, au Organ co Omnilcience. 

Were the Soul feparate from the Body, and with 
one Glance of Thought thould ftart beyond the 





_ we ape in the Body he is not lefs 


Bounds of the Creation, thould it for Miltions of 
Years continue its Progrefs through Infinite Space 
with the fame A@ivity, ie would {till find it feif 
within the Embrq:e of its Creator, and a 
rouné. with the immenfity of the Godhead. Whiitt 
, poefent with us, 
becaufe he is oncealed froth us, O that I knew 
where I might find bim' {ays Fob. Bebold I go fer- 
ward, but be is mot there; and backward, but [ can. 
wut perceive bim. On the left band, where be does 
work, but [ cannot behold bim: he bideth himjeif on 
the right band, that I canwet fee him. In ſnutt, Rea 
fon as well as Revelation affures us, that he can 
not be abfent from us, notwithitanding he is undi- 
{covered by. us. 
In this Confideration of God Almighty’s Omni- 
efence and Qmnifcience, every uncomfortable 
hought Venithes. He cannot but regafd every 
thing that has Being, efpecially fuch of his Crea- 
tures who fear they are not regarded by him. He 
is privy co all their Phoughts, and to that Anxiety 
.Of Heart je particular, which is apt totroublethem 
on this Occafion: For as it is impoffible he thould 
overlook any of his Creatures. fo we may be cun- 
fident that he regards, with an Eyeot Merey, thofe 
who endeavour to recommend the:nielves to his 
Notice, and in aa unteigned Humility of Heart 
think themfelves unworthy that he fhould be mind- 
fal of them. 
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